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2006-2007 School Year

Welcome to Mrs. Smith’s Kindergarten Class!

This week your child will complete one of the most important milestones in his/her life - the first day of school!  I understand that you and your child may have met this day with excitement or apprehension, (or a little of both) and I hope that this letter will help you to know what to expect in Kindergarten this year and answer any questions you may have.  I would like to take this time to introduce myself.  My name is Mrs. ________. This is my ________ year teaching Kindergarten at ________ Elementary.  I graduated from ___________________, majoring in Elementary Education. I am also a mother of three children  I have been married __ years and have lived in ____ County for __ years.  I am looking forward to working with your child this year and helping him/her to achieve his/her full potential. 

Kindergarten is School

Kindergarten may be more informal then the rest of the grades, but we do a lot of learning.  We start off the year working on social skills and problem solving, but our curriculum also includes emergent literacy skills, literature, math, and social sciences.  You may find that Kindergarten is no longer the way you remember it from when you were in school.  We do still find time for finger-painting and playdough, however the curriculum is much more structured today.  Our curriculum and my lesson plans must follow the Florida Sunshine State Standards.  These standards are put in place to ensure that your child receives a quality education in the state of Florida.

Also, we make sure the students also have time for play.  As adults, we tend to look at work and play as two totally different things.  But for young children, their work is to play.  Play can lead to a variety of accomplishments: fine and gross motor skills, manipulative skills, exploration, self-expression, reasoning by trial and error, problem solving skills, and social skills.  In Kindergarten we structure the materials and environment to promote this learning.  I have centers set up in my classroom to help facilitate learning through play.  I try to have at least two Center times a day.

Another area I feel strongly about is creativity.  I believe, as do many other early childhood educators, that hands-on experiences help the students to learn through their own discovery.  I want my students to take an active part in their own education.  We will have art projects each week that will be structured around the content of that week’s lessons.  I also provide manipulatives for students to use, that also help them to understand concepts.

Attendance is IMPORTANT!  Many parents do not realize the importance of attendance in Kindergarten.  Each day new concepts are taught and others are reviewed.  Everyday we have literature, language arts, math, science and social studies lessons.  In order for your child to understand and master concepts, he or she will need to be in school.  This does not mean that I want you to send your child to school when he or she is ill.  Illness is an excused absence and I will gladly put together materials for your child if he or she will be out of class for more than three days.

Report Cards and Grades

We are preparing your child to be ready to enter First grade.  In Kindergarten we have grades for Language Arts (Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking) and Mathematics.   Although your child's grades are not based on the correctness of his or her daily classwork, points will be deducted on his or her report card for not completing assignments. We assess students on a one-to-one basis.  Students' grades are determined on his or her mastery of each skill when individually tested. The grades assigned will be based on the percentage of skills your child masters for the nine weeks. There is also a section on the report card where we grade Emotional and Social Development. (Behavior) We will also note the effort that a student puts toward their work.

Report cards are sent home 4 times a year and progress reports go home in the middle of each grading period. If your child needs help with a specific skill, those will be noted on his or her report card.  Please keep your child's report card, but return the envelope signed, so that I know you received it.

Grades are: 

75-100      S=Satisfactory

60-74        N=Needs Improvement

59-below  U=Unsatisfactory

A score of less than 60% in any subject on any given report card, may mean that your child will need to be retained in Kindergarten.

Home Work Policy

 I will send homework that reinforces skills that we are working on in class.  Although I do not collect homework for a grade, I do offer rewards as incentives to those that complete and return their homework.  Homework will be given on Mondays and Thursdays.  Please have your child return it completed, and signed by the parent the following day.  If for some reason there was no time to do the homework that evening, please have your child complete it as soon as possible. I do still reward the students for returning homework, even when it is turned in late.

Reading Program- Beginning around the third week of school I will be sending home book bags.  These book bags will contain a variety of books.  There will be a combination of fiction and non-fiction books in these bags. A Reading log will be stapled to the inside of your child’s daily folder.  When the books are read to them, please fill out the reading log.  The student can then return the "book bag," and will be given a new one.  This reading log will help your child reach his or her goals for two different reward programs.  One of these programs is the Pizza Hut Book It Program.  If a student reads, or has 10 books read to him or her in a month, he or she will be given a certificate for a free Pizza Hut Personal Pan Pizza.  He or she will also receive a special STAR on our Book It poster each month.  As you can see, we believe that reading to your child is one of the MOST important things you can do to help in your child succeed.

We also ask that you work on the following skills at home:

Tying shoes   Lacing shoes   The date of their birthday   Their phone number  And their address

Rules

On the first day of school, our class will discuss what types of behavior and safety concerns there are in a classroom setting.  We will go over the classroom rules and consequences for not following these rules.  Our main goal is for the students to learn to be respectful and to provide them with a safe environment in which to learn.  The children will hear me talk about good and bad choices throughout the year.

Parent/Teacher Relationship

I believe that a good parent-teacher relationship is necessary for maximum school success. Throughout the year I will communicate with you through weekly newsletters, notes, telephone calls, progress reports, report cards, and parent-teacher conferences. I encourage you to contact me if you have any questions or concerns at any time. You can call me at school (_______) or at home (_______),  or cell (______) send me a note, or e-mail me at ______________. 

Parent Participation

Throughout the school year there will be a variety of special classroom activities and celebrations. I encourage you to attend these functions when possible. Your support of school activities makes your child feel important and sends the message that you value school. 

Please fill out a volunteer form so you will be able to attend field trips or class parties.

 (Or volunteer in the classroom)

School Attendance

Your child’s regular and prompt attendance at school is crucial to his/her success. I can’t emphasize this point enough!  Most Kindergarten learning activities are group oriented and involve interaction with classmates. Therefore, it is next to impossible to make up work at home.

You must send a note to school with your child if he or she has been absent. Please call the office if your child is absent for more than one day.

Change in Transportation

If there is a change in the way your child will be going home (different bus, or if they will be a car rider) PLEASE send a note in and let me know.  I can not just take the child's word that he or she is supposed to go home a different way.  If you are going to have another person pick your child up from school, make sure you send a note to me, and that the person is on your child's pick up list in the office. The person must be prepared to show proper Identification before the school will release your child.

Medicine

All medication must be taken to the school clinic, by the parent, and a form must be filled out and signed.  This includes cough drops, throat lozenges, etc.  Parents must bring medicine to the school, and pick it up. Students are not allowed to bring the medicine to school themselves.

Lunch Money

Children may bring a lunch from home, or may buy their lunch from the school cafeteria.  If you are buying lunch, you may pay by the day, week or month, however I have found it easiest for the students to pay by the week or month.  Your child will turn their lunch money into me.

Breakfast is $.75--Children must go to the cafeteria to have breakfast, before coming to the classroom.

Lunch is $1.50 and $.35 for extra milk.

Our cafeteria has a special system in which the students input their own "lunch number" into a machine.  This machine deducts the payment from their paid account.  The first nine-weeks or so, I will help each child input their lunch number into this machine.  Most students learn how to do this on their own fairly quickly.

If you prefer to send a lunch to school with your child you may do so.  We have a special area in our classroom for them to keep their lunch boxes.

Money

On occasion it will be necessary for your child to bring money to school. 

Always send money in a sealed envelope with the following information written on it: 

1 Your child’s first and last name. 2 The amount of money. 

3. The purpose for the money. (book money, party money, etc.) 4.  My name. 

This will help me out tremendously and reduce the likelihood of errors. Also, if the envelope is left on the bus or dropped in the hallway, this information will help the money to be returned to my classroom. 

Nightly Folders

I will collect and send home your child's classwork each day, if possible.  I try to do this everyday, but sometimes this will not be possible due to many different situations that arise.  I will take steps however, to ensure that folders are sent home at least every two days.  PLEASE take out the work and RETURN this folder to school each day.  Students must bring their backpack and their folder to school everyday.

Snack Time

We will have a snack time each day. I will send home a snack calendar each month and assign a child to bring snack in for the whole class each day.  It works out to about once a month for each child.  Please try to send in items that are pretty much ready to serve.  Items such as cookies, chips, crackers, and snack cakes are okay, but if possible, I would prefer healthy snacks such as Bananas, Apples, Baby Carrots, and Oranges. (I would be glad to slice the fruit up at school.  (I understand that sometimes you will not be able to send fruit due to rushed schedules.)  I will be serving water for the students to drink with their snack.  

Book Orders

Your child will be bringing home a form to order books about once a month. If you wish to order, simply fill out the form and send the correct amount of money or a check made out to the Book Company in an envelope. These orders are provided as a convenient way for parents to buy quality books for their child at a low price. As an added bonus, for every dollar that is spent on books, I earn bonus points, which are used to purchase books for classroom use. This is a win-win situation because you get quality literature at a low price and you are helping to provide quality literature for the classroom. Of course, you are never under any obligation to order. 

Parties

Our Parties are Fall Festival, Winter Celebration, Valentine's Day, Spring Celebration, and the end of the Year Water Party and Luau.

Birthdays

Birthdays are special occasions for young children. If your child wishes, he/she may bring treats for the class on his/her birthday. Please send a note a day or two in advance, so I can give you an exact number of children in the class and set aside some class time for the party.  I also need to let you know that we are not permitted to hand out Birthday party invitations unless you are sending them home with every student in the class. This is a school rule.

Spirit Day

Fridays are SPIRIT day at Treadway. On spirit day children can wear their Treadway shirt.  You will be getting a note soon as to the cost and how you can order one through the school. The purchasing and wearing of the Treadway shirt is optional; it is by no means mandatory.

Clothing:

Help your child choose comfortable clothes and shoes to wear to school so that he or she can easily take them off when they need to go to the restroom.  Also keep in mind the type of weather that we are having so they can dress appropriately.  Students must also adhere to the dress code found in the school's code of conduct. (No flip flop type shoes, or string strap tops) In the event that students might wear clothing or shoes that are not allowed, they will be sent to the office to call their parents and proper shoes and clothing will have to be brought to the school.  Please help us adhere to the _____ County Schools’ dress code as it was put in place for children’s safety and comfort.

Schedule:

The schedule in our classroom will be pretty flexible until a routine has been established.  I do try to follow the same sequence because predictable routines make the children feel more comfortable. (Especially at the beginning of the school year)  We will do most of our academic work in the mornings, because the children are more focused at that time.  Our afternoons will include Specials (Library, Art, Music, P.E., and Computer Lab)  along with Science, Social Studies, Center time, and rest time.

Pick Up and Drop Off-

Students are NOT allowed to be dropped off at school before 8:15 a.m. in the morning.  If their bus arrives at the school before that time, there will be someone to supervise the children until 8:15.  This is only for bus riders.  If you are dropping your child off at school, you will need to use one of the car loops and wait until 8:15 a.m.

If you would like to walk your child to class the first week of class, that is fine.  But I will ask you to refrain from walking them to class after that period.  In the mornings we are collecting lunch money and parent notes, and taking attendance.  It is very hard to stay focused if there are people in and out of the door each morning.  It also causes a distraction and the students tend to get wound up.  However, if you need to speak to me in person about something important, you are more then welcome to come in the morning.  We just don’t want it to become a daily routine.

Towels:

Children are allowed to bring a towel from home to cover up with at rest time.  The students tend to get chili once they settle down and lay on the plastic mats.  I will try to send these home at least once a week to be cleaned.

Wednesdays:

School dismisses an hour earlier on Wednesdays. 1:55 p.m.

In closing, I would just like to say that I am looking forward to a great year working with your child! I would also like to suggest that you save this letter for future reference. Thank-you in advance for your concern and support throughout the year!

Mrs. Smith
